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Commack High School
IB Biology HL First Year
Course Overview 2018-19
The IB HL First Year course in Biology will focus predominantly on Human Health and Physiology topics of the IB HL Biology curriculum. Students will be introduced to the key laboratory skills and fundamental concepts, ideas, and requirements of IB HL Biology.  Keys to success in this course will depend on a student’s motivation, consistent preparation for each class, and organizational skills.  

The class meets for one period every other day following the odd/ even daily schedule.  
Materials needed:

·         Pens and pencils (optional colored pencils)
·         IB workbooks: should be brought to class each day. 

 (Allott, Andrew (2014). Biology for the IB Diploma. Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK.)
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·         Calculator
.         Ruler 
·         1 Three Ring Binder (Keep everything for the IB exam next year!!!)

·         Section dividers

               - Notes


  -IA (Internal Assessment) and Labs

  -Drawings/CW/ HW (classwork/ homework)

Grading: (may change depending upon marking period)

The grade is calculated out of Total Points:


30%  Laboratory Average



40%  Tests and Quizzes
30%  Worksheets, projects, drawings, class assignments and homework .
(Each assignment will have a relative point value)
Final Average:
Marking Period (MP) 2 and 4 will each count for 40% of the final average and the final exam will count for the other 20%.

MP 1 and 3 are PASS/ FAIL.

 
MP2 grade is cumulative of MP 1 and 2 


MP4 grade is cumulative of MP 3and 4
Tests and Quizzes: Tests and quizzes will be announced. They may consist of multiple choice, short answer, essay, and data-based questions. IB exams are timed exams so specific time allotments may be given for assessments. There will be a cumulative exam of MP1 and MP2 and final exam for Year 1. The IB Biology HL Exam will be taken next year at the end of IB HL Biology Year 2.
Lab work: The IB Internal Assessment (IA) is one of the most challenging aspects of IB Biology. The student is asked to research, design, experiment, analyze, and conclude on their very own INDEPENDENT lab investigation. We will be working on all aspects of this in Year 1. It requires very good time management skills.   It is very important that all aspects of the lab work be handed in the day that it is due. If you are absent on the day a lab is due you must send an electronic copy to Mrs. Palillo or Mr. Smullen.  Late work will be penalized. A student will not pass the marking period if a lab has not been handed in.
Academic Dishonesty: Cheating will be detrimental to your success in IB Biology and will not be tolerated. The following acts of cheating will result in disciplinary actions as outlined in the student handbook:

· Passing calculators during a test, quiz, or other assessment. 

· Copying someone else’s test, quiz, homework, assignment, or report.

· Allowing someone to copy from your test, quiz, homework, assignment, or lab report.

· Looking at notes during a test, quiz, or other assessment.

· Sharing questions from a test with students who have yet to take the test.

· Listing someone else’s data without giving credit, or worse, making up data to fit the expected answer.  

· Using opinions, facts, ideas, charts, data and direct quotes from research papers, newspapers, magazines, textbooks, websites, or another person without citing the source.

Extra Help:    Tuesday before school 7:00-7:30 in Lab 12 or Lab 17
                       Thursday after school 2:30-3:30 in Lab 12 or Lab 17
Attendance: Missed assignments will be due on the arrival of the student back to class. You should contact Mrs. Palillo or Mr. Smullen to obtain missed work. Please try not to fall behind.  Announced quizzes and test will be made up upon the student’s return to class. Missed lab work is expected to be made up during the next extra help session. 
Poor attendance can greatly impact achievement in this class due to every other day format. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
I have read and fully understand the expectations and requirements for this class, as listed above. I will do all that I can to achieve my very best for this class.

Student Signature_____________________________________  Date: _________________

I have read and fully understand the expectations and requirements for this class, as listed above. I will do all that I can to help support my child’s success in this class.

Parents/Guardians Signature____________________________   Date: ______________________

Parents e-mail _______________________________________   Daytime Phone: _____________

